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Map of Lenape 
languages and 
tribe

2Image credit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Delaware01.png



Monetary 
system in the 
early 1700s

Five unique Wabanaki Wampum Belts from the Penobscot, 1915. 3

Image credit: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wabanaki_Wa
mpum_Belts.png



Philadelphia in the early 1700s

Image credit: The Library Company of Philadelphia 4



Monetary 
system in the 
early 1700s

Silver dollar of Philip V of Spain, 1739 5Image credit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_dollar
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Rendering of a young Benjamin Franklin.
Image source: https://www.wsj.com/articles/young-benjamin-franklin-review-poor-richard-sows-his-oats-1537225792



Paper money led to an increase 
in:

Internal trade

Employment

New construction

Number of residents
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Image credit: http://librarycompany.org/BFWriter/job.htm 8
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Franklin prints by himself for Pennsylvania 
currency

1741–1746

Franklin and David Hall print together for 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and one issue of New 
Jersey

1749–1764

David Hall and William Sellers take over the 
business

1764

Currency printing timeline



Image credit: American Philosophical Society, digitized by Joe DiLullo 10



Anti-counterfeit 
measures

Image credit: American Philosophical Society, digitized by Joe DiLullo 11



Anti-counterfeit 
measures

Image credit: American Philosophical Society, digitized by Joe DiLullo 12



Mica

Anti-counterfeit 
measures
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Mica flakes in the paper



Anti-counterfeit 
measures

Image credit: American Philosophical Society, digitized by Joe DiLullo 14



Image credit: https://ohsobeautifulpaper.com/2011/04/the-printing-process-letterpress-printing-with-antique-type/ 15
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Anti-counterfeit 
measures

12-pointed star 8-pointed star

Image credit: Emily Margolis 17



Anti-counterfeit 
measures

Curved background lines
Pointier/sharper leaf edge

Straight background lines
Rounder/blurrier leaf edge

18Image credit: Emily Margolis



Anti-counterfeit 
measures

Longer curve at base of 
red diamond

Shorter curve at base 
of red diamond

19Image credit: Emily Margolis
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Examples of counterfeit notes in the APS collection

Diamond cutout indicates a 
confiscated counterfeit



Newspaper advertisements
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“citizens are warned that the word Indented in the first line is too 
high, and towards the bottom the words “of this” were put too close 
together...and all lines of printing were more uneven than in the 
true bills”

Pennsylvania Gazette 
August 8, 1734 



Newspaper advertisements
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British mocking Americans
Continental Journal (August 14, 1777)

Image credit: https://adverts250project.org/2016/01/25/a-counterfeit-advertisement-for-counterfeit-currency/



23Image credit: The Library Company of Philadelphia



Joseph Breintnall’s
Nature Prints of 
Leaves

Image credit: The Library Company of Philadelphia
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Leaf casting
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Step 1: Glue leaf to cloth Step 2: Glue leaf/cloth to 
small piece of wood

Step 3: Place into shallow 
box and pour in plaster

Examples of plaster leaf 
molds



Leaf block used
to print paper 
money, ca. 
1760.

The Library Company of

Philadelphia, on deposit from

the Delaware County Institute

of Science.

Image credit: Jessica Linker 26
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Dryoptoeris fern at center

Pennsylvania, 20 shillings
Franklin & Hall, June 18, 1764

Dryoptoeris fern, right and left
Underside with spore bodies
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Daucus carota, 
carrot greens

Maryland, Four Dollars
Anne & Frederick Green, April 10, 1774

Salvia officinalis, 
culinary sage



Site of 
America’s first 
papermaking 
mill

Constructed in 1690 
by William 
Rittenhouse

Image credit: https://philadelphiaencyclopedia.org/archive/paper-and-papermaking/#31726
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Nathan Sellers
Portrait by Charles Wilson Peale, ca. 
1820

30
Image credit: Private collection; photograph from 
American Philosophical Society



Nathan Sellers and American 
Papermaking
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Photograph of one of Nathan Sellers’s laid 
paper molds with J. W. Wilcox watermark

Nathan Sellers, 
hand-drawn brass wires, 
before 1787

Image credit: Renée Wolcott



Nathan Sellers and American 
Papermaking
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Continental Congress, 
pass releasing Nathan Sellers from military 
service to make paper molds 
(APS, Peale-Sellers Family Collection)

In Congress August 26, 1776

A petition from sundry paper makers 

was presented to Congress and read 

praying that Nathan Sellers, an associator in 

Colonel Paschall’s batallion and who has 

marched to New Jersey may be ordered to 

return home to make and prepare suitable 

moulds, washers & utensils for carrying on 

the paper manufactory. Resolved that the 

prayer of this petition be granted.

Extract from the minutes

Chas Thomson, Secy.



Half dollar bill signed by 
Nathan Sellers

Detail of paper mold orders for banks, Nathan Sellers account 
book

Image credit: Renée Wolcott 33



Specimens and 
historical sketch of 
the Old 
Continental 
Currency
Samuel Breck’s scrapbook of colonial 
currency in the APS collection

159 original currency notes 
(1759-1780)

7 counterfeit notes
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Reference photomicrograph of flax at 200X. Sample provided 
by the MFA Textile Conservation Lab. 
Image credit: Keith Lawrence, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
http://cameo.mfa.org/wiki/File:34_flax_200X.jpg

Photomicrograph of colonial currency from 1759 of flax at 
200X. 

Node
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Photomicrograph showing flax bast fibers with shive at 400x. 
Sample has been stained with Graff "C" stain. 
Image credit: Jennifer McGlinchey Sexton and Paul Messier. 
http://cameo.mfa.org/wiki/File:Flax_40x_nodes_bastshive.jpg

Photomicrograph of colonial currency from 1759 of flax at 
400X, stained with Graff “C” stain. 
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Image credit: American Philosophical Society, digitized by Joe DiLullo 37



Reference photomicrograph of flax at 200X. Sample provided 
by the MFA Textile Conservation Lab. 
Image credit: Keith Lawrence, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
http://cameo.mfa.org/wiki/File:34_flax_200X.jpg

Photomicrograph of dyed blue fiber of colonial currency from 
1775 of flax at 200X. 
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Asbestos
Benjamin Franklin’s purse woven of asbestos fibers, presented to Sir Hans Sloane
ca. 1700

Image credit: Trustees of the British Museum 39



“I also send you a few Sheets of Paper made of 
the Asbestos. I am sorry it is so tender. I made 
some formerly that was much stronger. Please to 
present a Sheet of it to your noble President, if he 
will be so good as to accept such a Trifle.”
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN A LETTER TO PETER COLLINSON

JUNE 26, 1755

https://franklinpapers.org/framedVolumes.jsp?vol=6&page=083b 40
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[Franklin] had several years ago gotten a piece of [asbestos], which he gave to one of his 
journeymen printers in order to get it made into a sheet at the paper mill. As soon as the 
fellow brought the paper, Mr. Franklin rolled it up and threw it into the fire, telling the 
journeyman he would see a miracle, a sheet of paper which did not burn. The ignorant 
fellow insisted upon the contrary, but was greatly terrified upon seeing himself convinced. 
Mr. Franklin then explained to him, though not very clearly, the peculiar qualities of the 
paper. As soon as he was gone, some of his acquaintances came in, who immediately 
recognized the paper. The journeyman thought he would show them a great curiosity and 
astonish them. He accordingly told them that he had curiously made a sheet of paper which 
would not burn, [if] it were thrown into the fire. They pretended to think it impossible, and 
he as strenuously maintained his assertion. At last they laid a wager about it, but while he 
was busy with stirring up the fire the others slyly besmeared the paper with fat. The 
journeyman, who was not aware of it, threw it into the fire and that moment it was all in 
flames. This astonished him so much that he was almost speechless, upon which they could 
not help laughing, and so disclosed the whole artifice.

Peter Kalm, from The Franklin Papers
November 11, 1748

https://franklinpapers.org/framedVolumes.jsp?vol=6&page=083b



Asbestos fibers
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Sample of a commercial asbestos paper, 185x
Papermaking Fibers: A Photomicrographic Atlas
Ed. Wilfred A. Côté



Further 
research

Differences in materials and techniques 
between colonies, states, and printers

Differences in materials and techniques 
over time

Role of female printers
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